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G R A M M A R  

Fill in each of the numbered gaps (1-10) in the passage with ONE (1) suitable word. 
Write your answers in the spaces below the article. 

Whether or not we are ...(0) in the universe is a question that has vexed humankindfor 

centuries. But we are ...(1)to live in an era when the technology exists  to allowus to come 

...(2)to giving an answer. Up to now, not only was a belief in the existence of extraterrestrial 

life often ...(3)on personal rather than religious conviction, it was perhaps as much based on 

faith. But scientifically the possibility cannotbe discounted and, perhaps more ...(4)at any other 

time in history, the subject is no more liable to be dismissed as a crank’s discipline. For 

example, can we estimatethe number of civilizations within our own Milky Way galaxy? These 

days,scientists believe that in some way they now have a not ...(5)knowledge of  the factors 

involved in producing such civilizations. 

The rate of formation of sustainable stars – that is, ones ...(6)Earth which are hot enoughto 

sustain life  and live long enough to allow life to evolve – is a ...(7)starting point. Astronomers 

are confident that they can assess this rate of formation at ...(8)one star per year. However, 

these stars also need to have habitable planets. Only in the last five years have scientists found 

evidencethat at least some stars (other than our own star, the Sun) have planetary 

systems.Broadly ...(9),perhaps one in ten stars have planets orbiting them. But we also require 

that these planets are warm enough to have liquid water, a basic componentintegral to life on 

Earth and presumably life elsewhere, and are not lacking ...(10)an atmosphere that can both 

provide protection and sustenance to developing life. 

0. .....................alone................................... 

1. ..................................................................... 

2. ..................................................................... 

3. ..................................................................... 

4. ..................................................................... 

5. ..................................................................... 

6. ..................................................................... 

7. ..................................................................... 

8. ..................................................................... 

9. ..................................................................... 

10. ..................................................................... 

 
.........../10pts 
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G R A M M A R  (continued) 

For questions 11-15, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the 
first sentence. You must use the WORD given - do not change it.  

Use between three (3) and six (6) words, including the word given. 
 
11. There were a lot of things that we had to think about before we could accept their offer. 

OBLIGED 

There were several things that we 
………………………………………………..considerationbefore we could accept their 
offer.                              

12. I know it was wrong of me to shout in front of customers. 

RAISED 

I know I should ………………………………………………..in front of customers. 

13. Despite arriving at work late, my brother was still promoted.   

TURNED 

Even ………………………………………………..late for work, my brother was still 
promoted. 

14. Unless the weather improves, they will have to stop the tennis match. 

MEAN 

If the weather doesn’t get ………………………………………………..stopping the tennis 
match. 

15. No one can believe how successful that composer’s musical has been. 

TAKEN 

The success of that composer’s musical 
………………………………………………..surprise. 

 
.........../10pts 

 
 

Total Points .........................../ 15 pts 
 



Participant’s number: ………... 
OAJ, 22.ročník, celoštátnekolo 2011/2012, kategória 2C1 

V O C A B U L A R Y  

Complete each sentence (1-10) with the best answer (A- D). Write the letter of your 
answer in the space provided. 

1. He said he would sue us, but I don’t think he’ll  ............... his threat. 
a)  achieve       b) bring about          c) carry out         d) perform 

 
2. Come here! You’ve got a  ............... of cotton on your coat. I’ll take it off.  

a) cord          b)  fibre       c)  string          d)  thread 
 
3.  I like sitting over there, in the shade in the middle of that ............... of trees. 

a) bundle               b) clump         c) scrub              d)  batch 
 
4. One of the effects of acid rain is that it causes plants to................ 

a) contract                b) shrink                c) thrive               d)  wither 
 
5. The temple was ............... furnished with golden and jewelled statues. 

a) decorously            b) economically            c) lavishly          d) wealthily 
 
6.  If you can ............... the clues to this puzzle, you could win a prize. 

a) unbind         b) unravel            c)  untangle       d) unwind 
 
7. He ran four............... of the course in half an hour. 

a) hurdles        b) laps        c) sprints        d) vaults 
 
8. Our new neighbour’s party went on into the ............... hours. 

a) bright                     b) early                     c)first               d) small 
 
9. She read him a good- night story, ...............him in, kissed him and turned off the light.. 

a) fixed          b) tucked                c) folded              d) packed 
 
10. The room was  ............... of furniture. 

a) devoid           b)  absent                c)  scanty              d)  scarce 
 

 
 
 

Total................................./10 pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y :  P R O G R E S S I V E  T E S T  

Make a list of idiomatic expressions that use the word‘ MIND ’, e.g. change one’s mind. 
You will score 1 point for every 2 correctly spelled answers. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Correctly Spelled Answers: ................../2=..................Total Points 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the following article. There are two tasks to do on the next page after you read.  
 
A 
Some pets have an amazing ability to locate their owners.Twelve-year-old Bobby 
Chessoncame across a racing pigeon in his backyard in West Virginia, USA. He looked after it 
calling it Pigeon 167 after the identification number on its leg-ring, and it became his pet. Then 
Bobby was taken to hospital for an operation. One dark, snowy night about a week after his 
admission, the boy heard a fluttering at the window of his hospital room. He asked his nurse to 
open the window, telling her that his pigeon was outside, ...1...– and in flew the pigeon 167, 
having flown over 100 miles to find him.. 
B 
Unusual powers are not confined to pet birds but are seen in other animals which have a close 
bond with their owners. HerminiaDenot grew up on a ranch in Argentina, and learned to ride 
almost before she could walk.She was very attached to her horse Pampero, ...2...she had to go 
away to boarding school in the capital, Buenos Aires and, much to her dismay, Pampero could 
not accompany her. The gaucho (cowboy) who looked after the horse said that at the end of 
each term,as the time of Herminia´s return home grew near, ´Pampero would go crazy. He used 
to gallop around the field neighing.´ When she was due to arrive, the horse would stand by the 
gate, looking south towards the train station. But on one occasion, Pampero stood looking in 
the opposite direction. And this time Herminia arrived by road - from the north. 
C 
Anticipatory behaviour is common in various creatures. David Waite worked from his home in 
Oxford, but his job as a public relations consultant involved lengthy trips abroad. In his 
absence, David´s parents used to stay in the house to deal with telephone calls from his clients 
and to feed Godzilla, his cat. David used to call home frequently to check out all was well and 
get any messages. ´Whenever I called´ says David, ´Godzilla would run and sit beside the 
telephone as it started to ring. My calls were made at different times of day – they 
weren´tregular. And she totally ignored all the other calls. ...3...is that it was some kind of 
telepathy.´ 
D 
Sometimes telepathic communication can work from pet to owner. Dolores Katz, from New 
Mexico, tells the story of a time when her dog, Eric seemed to communicate with her 
telepathically. ´One day while I was at work it started to thunder and rain. I ...4.... Somehow 
I knew that Eric needed me. At last I couldn´t take it anymore. I hardly ever take time off, but 
this time I dropped everything and rushed home.´Dolores found Eric lying in the back room 
surrounded by broken glass, with his paws bleeding badly. Frightened by the storm, he had run 
into a glass door. Fortunately, a possibly tragic situation was avoided as she was able to get 
Eric to the vet to deal with his injuries. 
E 
Occasionally, a pet´s attachment to one particular owner can show itself in strange ways. Celia 
and David Watson, who live in Sussex, England, used to have a parrot called Oscar.ˇI couldn´t 
go near Oscar when David was in the room – he seemed to resent me taking David´s 
attention,´says Celia. ´The bird would just try to attack me without warning. I couldn´t give 
him his foodor even touch his cage. And when David left the room, Oscar would fling himself 
against the side of the cage in fury.´ The parrot was quite calm when David was away at work, 
...5...before David arrived home.´Oscar used to run around in his cage making little noises and 
fluttering his wings,´says Celia. ´He always knew when David was going to arrive.´ 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  (continued) 

 

Five phrases have been removed from the text. For questions 1-5, decide which phrase 
below (F-M) goes into which gap. There are three extra phrases.  

Write the letter of the correct phrase into the corresponding gaps below. 

F He started to behave in a disturbed manner Gap 1.................... 

G got more and more agitated  Gap 2.................... 

H just to humour him, she did so Gap 3.................... 

I  just appeared to be jealous Gap 4.................... 

J but the time came when Gap 5.................... 

K  but started to get excited ten to twenty minutes 

L  The only explanation I can think of 

M  but was able to predict what 
.........../5pts 

For questions 6– 10,decide in which paragraph (A, B, C, D or E) the information can be 
found. Paragraphs may be used more than once. The first one has been done for you. 

Which paragraph of the article mentions... 

__C__0.   ...a person who was often in a different country from their pet? 

_____6. ...a person who gained a skill at an early age? 

_____7. ...someone who behaved in a way that was not typical of them? 

_____8. ...a person who was very sorry about leaving their pet? 

_____9. ...a statement that was not believed by another person? 

_____10....a situation that could have been more serious than it was? 

.........../5pts 

Total Points .........................../ 15 pts 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

You will hear five people talking about newspapers.  

Listen carefully and match each speaker(1, 2, 3, 4 or 5) withthe ONE statement that is 
true about them (A – H). There are three statements you do not need to use.  

You will hear the recording ONCE only. 

 

A enjoys debating his/her opinion of the news with others 

B doesn’t bother to keep abreast of world news 

C treats newspapers as a pleasant distraction  

D reads the same newspapers as his/her parents 

E is only interested in sports news 

F is critical of much mainstream news coverage 

G reads both left-wing and right-wing press 

H makes an effort to keep up with the news, despite a lack of 
time 

 
 

Speaker 1.......................... 

Speaker 2.......................... 

Speaker 3.......................... 

Speaker 4.......................... 

Speaker 5.......................... 

 
 

Total........................./5 pts 
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